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3. The Government of the Eepublie of the United Mexican States 
shall pay to the Government of the United States of America on Febru- 
ary 2, 1903, and each following year on the same date of February 2, 
perpetually, the annuity of $43,050.99 Mexican, in money having legal 
currency in Mexico. 

Done at The Hague in the hotel of the Permanent Court of Arbitra- 
tion in triplicate original, October 14, 1902. 

Henning Matzen. 

Edw. Fey. 

Martens. 

T. M. C. Asser. 

A. F. de Savornin Lohman. 



GERMANY, GREAT BRITAIN, AND ITALY V. VENEZUELA ET AL 

Protocol between Germany and Venezuela relating to the settlement of 

the German claims * 

[Signed at Washington, February 13, 1903.] 

Whereas certain differences have arisen between Germany and the 
United States of Venezuela in connection with the claims of German 
subjects against the Venezuelan Government, the undersigned, Baron 
Speck von Sternburg, His Imperial German Majesty's Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, duly authorized by the Imperial 
German Government, and Mr. Herbert W. Bowen, duly authorized by 
the Government of Venezuela, have agreed as follows : 

Article 1 

The Venezuelan Government recognize in principle the justice of the 
claims of German subjects presented by the Imperial German Govern- 
ment. 

Article 2 

The German claims originating from the Venezuelan civil wars of 1898 
to 1900 amount to 1,718,815.67 bolivares. The Venezuelan Government 
undertake to pay of said amount immediately in cash the sum of £5,500 
= 137,500 bolivares (five thousand five hundred pounds; one hundred 
thirty-seven thousand five hundred bolivares) and for the payment of the 

* Identical protocols were concluded by Great Britain and Italy with Venezuela. 
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rest to redeem five bills of exchange for the corresponding installments 
payable on the 15th of March, the 15th of April, the 15th of May, the 15th 
of June, and the 15th of July, 1903, to the Imperial German diplomatic 
agent in Caracas. These bills shall be drawn immediately by Mr. Bowen 
and handed over to Baron Sternburg. 

Should the Venezuelan Government fail to redeem one of these bills, 
the payment shall be made from the customs receipts of La Guayra and 
Puerto Cabello, and the administration of both ports shall be put in 
charge of Belgian custom-house officials until the complete extinction of 
the said debts. 

Article 3 

The German claims not mentioned in articles 2 and 6, in particular 
the claims resulting from the present Venezuelan civil war, the claims 
of the Great Venezuelan Kailroad Company against the Venezuelan Gov- 
ernment for passages and freight, the claims of the engineer Carl Henkel 
in Hamburg and of the Beton and Monierbau Company (Limited) in 
Berlin for the construction of a slaughterhouse at Caracas, are to be 
submitted to a Mixed Commission. 

Said commission shall decide both whether the different claims are 
materially well founded and also upon their amount. The Venezuelan 
Government admit their liability in cases where the claim is for injury 
to, or wrongful seizure of, property and consequently the commission will 
not have to decide the question of liability, but only whether the injury 
to or the seizure of property were wrongful acts and what amount of 
compensation is due. 

Article 4 

The Mixed Commission mentioned in article 3 shall have its seat in 
Caracas. It shall consist of two members, one of which is to be appointed 
by the Imperial German Government, the other by the Government of 
Venezuela. The appointments are to be made before May 1st, 1903. In 
each case where the two members come to an agreement on the claims 
their decision shall be considered as final; in cases of disagreement the 
claims shall be submitted to the decision of an umpire to be nominated by 
the President of the United States of America. 

Article 5 

For the purpose of paying the claihis specified in article 3 as well as 
similar claims preferred by other powers the Venezuelan Government 
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shall remit to the representative of the Bank of England in Caracas in 
monthly installments, beginning from March 1st, 1903, 30 per cent of the 
customs revenues of La Guayra and Pureto Cabello, which shall not be 
alienated to any other purpose. Should the Venezuelan Government 
fail to carry out this obligation Belgian customs officials shall be placed 
in charge of the customs of the two ports and shall administer them until 
the liabilities of the Venezuelan Government in respect to the above- 
mentioned claims shall have been discharged. 

Any questions as to the distribution of the customs revenues specified 
in the foregoing paragraph, as well as to the rights of Germany, Great 
Britain, and Italy to a separate payment of their claims, shall be deter- 
mined, in default of another agreement, by the Permanent Tribunal of 
Arbitration at The Hague. All other powers interested may join as 
parties in the arbitration proceedings against the above-mentioned three 
powers. 

Article 6 

The Venezuelan Government undertake to make a new satisfactory 
arrangement to settle simultaneously the 5 per cent Venezuelan loan of 
1896, which is chiefly in German hands, and the entire exterior debt. In 
this arrangement the State revenues to be employed for the service of the 
debt are to be determined without prejudice to the obligations already 
existing. 

Article 7 

The Venezuelan men-of-war and merchant vessels captured by the 
German naval forces shall be returned to the Venezuelan Government in 
their actual condition. No claims for indemnity can be based on the 
capture and on the holding of these vessels, neither will an indemnity 
be granted for injury to or destruction of the same. 

Article 8 
Immediately upon the signature of this protocol the blockade of the 
Venezuelan ports shall be raised by the Imperial German Government 
in concert with the Governments of Great Britain and Italy. Also the 
diplomatic relations between the Imperial German and the Venezuelan 
Government will be resumed. 

Done in duplicate in German and English texts at Washington this 
thirteenth day of February, one thousand nine hundred and three. 

(Signed) Sternburo. 
(Signed) Herbert W. Bo wen. 
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Protocol between Germany and Venezuela for the reference of certain 
questions to the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The Hague 2 

[Signed at Washington, May 7, 1903.] 

Whereas protocols have been signed between Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, the United States of America, Prance, Spain, Belgium, the Nether- 
lands, Sweden and Norway, and Mexico, on the one hand, and Venezuela 
on the other hand, containing certain conditions agreed upon for the 
settlement of claims against the Venezuelan Government; 

And whereas certain further questions arising out of the action taken 
by the Governments of Germany, Great Britain, and Italy, in connection 
with the settlement of their claims, have not proved to be susceptible of 
settlement by ordinary diplomatic methods ; 

And whereas the powers interested are resolved to determine these 
questions by reference to arbitration in accordance with the provisions of 
the convention for the pacific settlement of international disputes, signed 
at The Hague on the 29th July, 1899 ; 

Venezuela and Germany have, with a view to carry out that resolution, 
authorized their representatives, that is to say : 

Mr. Herbert W. Bowen as plenipotentiary of the Government of 
Venezuela, and 

The Imperial German Minister, Baron Speck von Sternburg, as repre- 
sentative of the Imperial German Government, to conclude the following 
agreement : 

Article I 

The question as to whether or not Germany, Great Britain, and Italy 
are entitled to preferential or separate treatment in the payment of their 
claims against Venezuela shall be submitted for final decision to the 
tribunal at The Hague. 

Venezuela having agreed to set aside 30 per cent of the customs reve- 
nues of La Guayra and Puerto Cabello for the payment of the claims of 
all nations against Venezuela, the tribunal at The Hague shall decide 
how the said revenues shall be divided between the blockading powers, on 
the one hand, and the other creditor powers, on the other hand, and its 
decision shall be final. 

If preferential or separate treatment is not given to the blockading 
powers, the tribunal shall decide how the said revenue shall be distributed 

2 Identical protocols were concluded by Great Britain and Italy with Venezuela. 
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among all the creditor powers, and the parties hereto agree that the 
tribunal, in that case, shall consider, in connection with the payment of 
the claims out of the 30 per cent, any preference or pledges of revenue 
enjoyed by any of the creditor powers, and shall accordingly decide the 
question of distribution, so that no power shall obtain preferential treat- 
ment, and its decision shall be final. 

Article II 
The facts on which shall depend the decision of the questions stated in 
Article I shall be ascertained in such manner as the tribunal may 
determine. 

Article III 

The Emperor of Eussia shall be invited to name and appoint from the 
members of the Permanent Court of The Hague three arbitrators to 
constitute the tribunal which is to determine and settle the questions 
submitted to it under and by virtue of this agreement. 

None of the arbitrators so appointed shall be a subject or citizen of 
any of the signatory or creditor powers. 

This tribunal shall meet on the 1st day of September, 1903, and shall 
render its decision within six months thereafter. 

Article IV 

The proceedings shall be carried on in the English language, but argu- 
ments may, with the permission of the tribunal, be made in any other 
language also. 

Except as herein otherwise stipulated, the procedure shall be regulated 
by the convention of The Hague of July 29th, 1899. 

Article V 
The tribunal shall, subject to the general provision laid down in 
article 57 of the international convention of July 29, 1899, also decide 
how, when, and by whom the costs of this arbitration shall be paid. 

Article VI 
Any nation having claims against Venezuela may join as a party in the 
arbitration provided for by this agreement. 

Done in duplicate at Washington this seventh day of May, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and three. 

(Signed) Herbert W. Bowen. 
(Signed) Sternburg. 
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Decision of the Permanent Court of The Hague, February 22, 1904 

The Tribunal of Arbitration, constituted in virtue of the protocols 
signed at Washington on May 7, 1903, between Germany, Great Britain, 
and Italy on the one hand and Venezuela on the other hand; 

Whereas other protocols were signed to the same effect by Belgium, 
France, Mexico, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and Norway, and the 
United States of America on the one hand and Venezuela on the other 
hand; 

Whereas all these protocols declare the agreement of all the contract- 
ing parties with reference to the settlement of the claims against the 
Venezuelan Government; 

Whereas certain further questions, arising out of the action of the 
Governments of Germany, Great Britain, and Italy concerning the settle- 
ment of their claims, were not susceptible of solution by the ordinary 
diplomatic methods; 

Whereas the powers interested decided to solve these questions by sub- 
mitting them to arbitration, in conformity with the dispositions of the 
convention signed at The Hague on July 29, 1899, for the pacific settle- 
ment of international disputes ; 

Whereas in virtue of Article III of the protocols of Washington of 
May 7, 1903, His Majesty the Emperor of Kussia was requested by all 
the interested powers to name and appoint from among the members 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration of The Hague three arbitrators 
who shall form the tribunal of arbitration charged with the solution and 
settlement of the questions which shall be submitted to it in virtue of the 
above-named protocols; 

Whereas none of the arbitrators thus named could be a citizen or sub- 
ject of any one of the signatory or creditor powers, and whereas the 
tribunal was to meet at The Hague on September 1, 1903, and render its 
award within a term of six months ; 

His Majesty the Emperor of Eussia, conforming to the request of all 
the signatory powers of the above-named protocols of Washington of 
May 7, 1903, graciously named as arbitrators the following members 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration : 

His Excellency Mr. N. V. Mourawieff, Secretary of State of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Eussia, Actual Privy Councilor, Minister of 
Justice and Procurator of the Eussian Empire, 

Mr. H. Lammaseh, Professor of Criminal and of International Law 
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at the University of Vienna, member of the Upper House of the Austrian 
Parliament, and 

His Excellency Mr. F. de Martens, Doctor of Law, Privy Councilor, 
permanent member of the Council of the Eussian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, member of the " Institut de Prance ; " 

Whereas by unforeseen circumstances the Tribunal of Arbitration 
could not be definitely constituted till October 1, 1903, the arbitrators at 
their first meeting on that day, proceeding in conformity with Article 
XXXIV of the convention of July 29, 1899, to the nomination of the 
president of the tribunal, elected as such His Excellency Mr. Mourawieff, 
Minister of Justice; 

And whereas in virtue of the protocols of Washington of May 7, 1903, 
the above-named arbitrators, forming the legally constituted Tribunal of 
Arbitration, had to decide, in conformity with Article I of the protocols 
of Washington of May 7, 1903, the following points : 

The question as to whether or not Germany, Great Britain, and Italy are 
entitled to preferential or separate treatment in the payment of their claims 
against Venezuela, and its decision shall be final. 

Venezuela having agreed to set aside 30 per cent of the customs revenues of 
La Guayra and Puerto Cabello for the payment of the claims of all nations 
against Venezuela, the tribunal at The Hague shall decide how the said revenues 
shall be divided between the blockading powers on the one hand and the other 
creditor powers on the other hand, and its decision shall be final. 

If preferential or separate treatment is not given to the blockading powers, 
the tribunal shall decide how the said revenue shall be distributed among all the- 
creditor powers, and the parties hereto agree that the tribunal, in that case, 
shall consider, in connection with the payment of the claims out of the 30 per 
cent, any preference or pledges of revenues enjoyed by any of the creditor 
powers, and shall accordingly decide the question of distribution, so that no* 
power shall obtain preferential treatment, and its decision Shall be final. 

Whereas the above-named arbitrators, having examined with impar- 
tiality and care all the documents and acts presented to the Tribunal of 
Arbitration by the agents of the powers interested in this litigation, and 
having listened with the greatest attention to the oral pleadings delivered 
before the tribunal by the agents and counsel of the parties to the 
litigation ; 

Whereas the tribunal, in its examination of the present litigation, had 
to be guided by the principles of international law and the maxims of 
justice ; 

Whereas the various protocols signed at Washington since February 
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13, 1903, and particularly the protocols of May 7, 1903, the obligatory 
force of which is beyond all doubt, form the legal basis for the arbitral 
award ; 

Whereas the tribunal has no competence at all either to contest the 
jurisdiction of the Mixed Commissions of Arbitration established at 
Caracas, or to judge their action ; 

Whereas the tribunal considers itself absolutely incompetent to give a 
decision as to the character or the nature of the military operations 
undertaken by Germany, Great Britain, and Italy against Venezuela ; 

Whereas also the Tribunal of Arbitration was not called upon to decide 
whether the three blockading powers had exhausted all pacific methods in 
their dispute with Venezuela in order to prevent the employment of 
force ; 

And it can only state the fact that since 1901 the Government of 
Venezuela categorically refused to submit its dispute with Germany and 
Great Britain to arbitration, which was proposed several times and 
especially by the note of the German Government of July 16, 1901 ; 

Whereas after the war between Germany, Great Britain, and Italy on 
the one hand and Venezuela on the other hand no formal treaty of peace 
was concluded between the belligerent powers; 

Whereas the protocols, signed at Washington on February 13, 1903, 
had not settled all the questions in dispute between the belligerent par- 
ties, leaving open in particular the question of the distribution of the 
receipts of the customs of La Guayra and Puerto Cabello; 

Whereas the belligerent powers, in submitting the question of prefer- 
ential treatment in the matter of these receipts to the judgment of the 
Tribunal of Arbitration, agreed that the arbitral award should serve to 
fill up this void to insure the definite re-establishment of peace between 
them; 

Whereas on the other hand the warlike operations of the three great 
European powers against Venezuela ceased before they had received 
satisfaction on all their claims, and on the other hand the question of 
preferential treatment was submitted to arbitration, the tribunal must 
recognize in these facts precious evidence in favor of the great principle 
of arbitration in all phases of international disputes ; 

Whereas the blockading powers, in admitting the adhesion to the stipu- 
lations of the protocols of February 13, 1903, of the other powers which 
had claims against Venezuela, could evidently not have the intention of 
renouncing either their acquired rights or their actual privileged position ; 
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Whereas the Government of Venezuela, in the protocols of February 
13, 1903, (Article I) itself recognizes "in principle the justice of the 
claims" presented to it by the Governments of Germany, Great Britain, 
and Italy ; 

While in the protocol signed betwen Venezuela and the so-called neutral 
or pacific powers the justice of the claims of these latter was not recog- 
nized in principle ; 

Whereas the Government of Venezuela, until the end of January, 1903, 
in no way protested against the pretension of the blockading powers to 
insist on special securities for the settlement of their claims ; 

Whereas Venezuela itself during the diplomatic negotiations always 
made a formal distinction between " the allied powers " and " the neutral 
powers ; " 

Whereas the neutral powers, who now claim before the Tribunal of 
Arbitration equality in the distribution of the 30 per cent of the cus- 
toms receipts of La Guayra and Puerto Cabello, did not protest against 
the pretensions of blockading powers to a preferential treatment either 
at the moment of the cessation of the war against Venezuela or immedi- 
ately after the signature of the protocols of February 13, 1903; 

Whereas it appears from the negotiations which resulted in the signa- 
ture of the protocols of February 13 and May 7, 1903, that the German 
and British Governments constantly insisted on their being given guar- 
anties for " a sufficient and punctual discharge of the obligations " 
(British memorandum of December 23, 1902, communicated to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America) ; 

Whereas the plenipotentiary of the Government of Venezuela accepted 
this reservation on the part of the allied powers without the least protest ; 

Whereas the Government of Venezuela engaged, with respect to the 
allied powers alone, to offer special guaranties for the accomplishment 
of its engagements; 

Whereas the good faith which ought to govern international relations 
imposes the duty of stating that the words " all claims " used by the 
representative of the Government of Venezuela in his conferences with 
the representatives of the allied powers (statement left in the hands of 
Sir Michael Herbert by Mr. H. Bowen of January 23, 1903) could only 
mean the claims of these latter and could only refer to them ; 

Whereas the neutral powers, having taken no part in the warlike opera- 
tions against Venezuela, could in some respects profit by the circum- 
stances created by those operations, but without acquiring any new rights ; 
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Whereas the rights acquired by the neutral or pacific powers with 
regard to Venezuela remain in the future absolutely intact and guar- 
anteed by respective international arrangements ; 

Whereas in virtue of Article V of the protocols of May Y, 1903, signed 
at Washington, the tribunal " shall also decide, subject to the general 
provisions laid down in Article LVII of the international convention of 
July 29, 1899, how, when, and by whom the costs of this arbitration 
shall be paid ; " 

For these reasons, the Tribunal of Arbitration decides and pronounces 
unanimously that : 

1. Germany, Great Britain, and Italy have a right to preferential 
treatment for the payment of their claims against Venezuela; 

2. Venezuela having consented to put aside 30 per cent of the revenues 
of the customs of La Guayra and Puerto Cabello for the payment of the 
claims of all nations against Venezuela, the three above-named powers 
have a right to preference in the payment of their claims by means of 
these 30 per cent of the receipts of the two Venezuelan ports above 
mentioned. 

3. Each party to the litigation shall bear its own costs and an equal 
share of the costs of the tribunal. 

The Government of the United States of America is charged with 
seeing to the execution of this latter clause within a term of three months. 
Done at The Hugue, in the Permanent Court of Arbitration, February 
22, 1904. 

(Signed) N. Mourawteff. 

(Signed) H. Lammasoh. 

(Signed) Martens. 



GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, AND GERMANY V. JAPAN 

Protocol * 

[Signed at Tokyo, August 28, 1902.] 

Whereas, a dispute has arisen between the Government of Japan on 
the one side and the Governments of Great Britain, France, and Germany 
on the other, respecting the true intent and meaning of the following 

i Similar protocols were likewise concluded between and signed by France, 
Germany, and Japan. 



